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Porgy and Bess
comes to Miami

Aglors perform 8 sceneg from the Porgly and Bess show,

By KIMBERLY GRANT

It%s not all of the time that a supporting
actor is billed before the actors playing the
title characters of a production. But when
you're Reggie Whitehead, who is well-re-
spected among his peers, it's only natural.

“{Reggie) has such presence as a per-
former and an incredibly graceful way of
moving and performing. That's lueary cast-
ing,” said Elaine Rinaldi, the artistic director
and conductor of Orchestra Miami, about
VWhitehead. “He has the talent 1o sing the
part, with a combination of pop, gospel,
range and style, with the added feature of
boing an opéra singer.”

Rinaldi will conduct the Miami Orchestra
during the T75th Anniversary edition of
Porgy and Bess.

Come March 14, the Gershwins' opera,
Porgy and Bess, will play to a South Florida
audience in the Miami-Dade Audiloriam. In
it 26=-city tour, Porgy and Bess"Florida siops
will include Jacksonville, Daytona, Miami,
Sarasota, Lakeland and Melbourne. White-
head will play the role of Sportin’ Lafe, who
he describes as a “manipulator” and “a
happy, dust-dealing, pimp-type person who
wants to spirit Bess away”

“The Gershwins don't just allow amyone
o do this show,” said Whitehead, abeut the
currently touring opera, which has the full
approval of the Gershwin estate. It's very

close o their hearts "

The original opera is based on the 1924
DuBose Heyward novel called Porgy. In
1934, George Gershwin read the book and
contacted Heyward and his wife Dorothy to
work with him to write an opara based on
the stery. Porgy and Bess debuted in 1935
and has undergone many renditions in
stage production, film and song,

The steryline of each version of the
opera, for the most part, remains the same:
Porgy, a crippled black man, living in the
slum of Charleston, 5C, takes in a discarded
woman named Bess. He ends up having to
fight 1o keep her away from Crown, her
boyfriend, and Sportin’ Life, the tewn drug
dealer.

“Sammmy Davis Jr. in Porgy and Bess was
my impetus o want o do theater,” said
Whitehead, a Miama native in his B0s, who
was inspired to act while watching Davis
,pn]an-I Sportin’ Life in the 1959 film versicn.

“Ii’s a role ['ve wanied to do since | was 10
years old. Its been a dream come true.”

Whitehead's first opportunity to play
Spertin’ Life came in 2008, when he per-
formed in 5t. Petersburg and Moscow, in
Russgia. This, his second opportunity, he's
very excited o play the iconic character to
his hometown audience.

“I have been worlang on this ole all of

version, which was cut du‘.';t. from version
that debuted in 1335. The T5th Anniversary
cast includes Kishna Davis as Bess and
Patricle Blaclowell as Porgy.

Whitehead, a singer, actor, dancer, cha-
recgrapher, and director, has performed,
choreographed, and directed locally and in-
ternationally in productions like Pippin, Ain't
Misbehavin', A Chorus Line, You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown, The Full Monty, fesus
Christ Supersiar, and The Wiz. He's won the
South Florida Carbonell Award three times.
Im 2002, he won Best Supporting Actor ina
Musical for Smokey foes Café. In 2003, he
won Best Choreography, for fombie Prom
And, in 2007, he won for Best Supporting
Aector in a Musical again for The Full Monty,
in which he briefly appeared nude.

“My performance is an amalgam of
everything I've seen and everything I've
avar heard of Porgy and Bess," said White-
head, who serves as a member of the Board
of Trustees for the Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden in Coral Gables. “It's been a whirl-
wind event for me that ['ve

thoroughly en-
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legs and "l.'lu..' e hold out,” White-
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stick around.”
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IF YOU GO

WHAT: 75ih Annivarsary of the Gershwins
Pargy and Bess

WHEN: 3 p.m. March 14

WHERE: Miami Dade Meditorium
001 W Rager 5t Mlami, FL 33135

COST: $25- 565

For general information wisit www.archestrami
ami.org, call the box office at BO0-745-3000 or
wisit www ticketmastar.com; group sakes call
305 274-2103; box office Is opan from O a.m.
to 4 pom. at 305-547-5414




